JESUTT ALUMNI IN ARLZONA

Fall-winter-spring JAAZ series 2011-2012, all events at 6
p.m.Shadow Rock UCC, 12861 N. 8th Ave, Phoenix 85029

Five speakers, November thru April plus a Christmas party
Nov. 26. Anticipating the 50th anniversary of the Second
Vatican Ecumenical Council, Robert Blair Kaiser tells us how
the Council made the bishops more human, more real, and
more loving. The bishops turned around and made us (and
the whole Church) more human, more real, and more loving.
Kaiser covered the Council for Time magazine, and has
published five books on the Council and the post-conciliar
Church. He is one of the few still alive who was there in
Rome, an unusual participant-observer at the Council. With
an introduction by Remi DeRoo, retired bishop of Victoria,
BC, the youngest bishop at Vatican IT.

Dec. 10, Christmas Party. Free, but BYOB--that is, bring a
bottle of wine or whatever you want to drink. JAAZ will
supply the cheese and crackers and the holiday fruitcake.
Main thing: bring your smiling faces and your memories of
Marquette, Loyola, BC, John Carroll, Fordham, Loyola,Santa
Clara, etc. etc. And, by the way, bring your friends,
whether they are Jesuit grads or not. To be held at St.
Francis Xavier's Callanan Hall, east of the church at 4715
N. Central Ave, Px 85013. You can celebrate the 5 p.m.
Mass at SFX before our 6 p.m. party.




January 21 "Thank God for Evolution." Michael
Dowd

Michael’s book Thank GOD for EVOLUTION and his deeply
inspired message have been featured in media ranging from
The New York Times Magazine and The Washington Post to
the National Catholic Reporter, NPR, and the BBC. He says,
"The New Atheists and scriptural literalists are not the
only games in town. In contrast to Richard Dawkins' God-
less universe, tens of millions of us in the middle celebrate
both Jesus and Darwin. For us, religious faith is
strengthened by what God is revealing through science."

Endorsed by 6 Nobel Prize-winning scientists and religious
leaders across the spectrum, THANK GOD FOR
EVOLUTION offers the missing link in the debate over
Darwin vs. Design-a sacred view of evolution that is "beyond
biology or belief." Dowd, an ordained Christian minister and

former young-earth creationist, now proclaims a gospel
billions of years old and embraces evolution as theology, not
just theory.

"Creation and evolution are one and the same," explains
Dowd. "Science and religion go hand in hand. One without
the other leaves humanity lost in the literature, searching
in vain for answers to post-modern problems in ancient
religious texts written when people believed the world was
flat. Only by looking through evolutionary eyes can we see
our way out of the current global integrity crisis that is
destroying economies and ecosystems around the world."

To Dowd, religious doctrines such as 'the Fall' and 'Original
Sin' are best understood as "hight language," which points
to inherited instincts around food, safety, and sex that
ensured the survival of our ancestors but have become a
burden in modern life. Dowd's unorthodox message focuses
not only on what evolution reveals about the past, but on
prophetic possibilities for a hopeful future far beyond the
doomsday scenarios that have dominated popular thinking
for decades.




Feb. 18, Sister Helen Prejean "Dead Man
Walking: The Journey Continues"

Sister Helen has been instrumental in sparking a national
dialogue on the death penalty and helping to shape the
Catholic Church's newly vigorous opposition to state
executions. She considers herself a southern storyteller
and she travels around the world giving talks about her
ministry.

Tn 1984, Sister Helen, a member of the Congregation of St.
Joseph, realizing that being on the side of poor people is an

essential part of the Gospel, moved into the St. Thomas
Housing Project in New Orleans and went to work at Hope
House in New Orleans.

During this time, she was asked to correspond with a death
row inmate, Patrick Sonnier, at Angola. She agreed and
became his spiritual adviser. After witnessing his
execution, she wrote a book about the experience. The
result was "Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of
the Death Penalty in the United States." The book became a
movie, an opera and a play.

Since "Dead Man Walking,", Sister Helen has divided her
time between educating citizens about the death penalty
and counseling individual death row prisoners.

Sister's JAAZ event co-sponsored by the
Arizona Death Penalty Forum, Pax Christi-
Phoenix, The Arizona Foundation for




Contemporary Theology and The Coalition of
Arizonans to Abolish the Death Penalty

24 March. "Rx for a Wayward Church:
Starting Christianity All Over Again." Fr.
Matthew Fox

"Matthew Fox might well be the most creative, the most
comprehensive, surely the most challenging religious-
spiritual feacher in America . He has the scholarship, the
imagination, the courage, the writing skill to fulfill this role
at a time when the more official Christian theological
traditions are having difficulty in establishing any vital
contact with either the spiritual possibilities of the
present or with their own most creative spiritual traditions
of the past.He has, it seems, created a new mythic context
for leading us out of our contemporary religious and
spiritual confusion into a new clarity of mind and peace of
soul, by affirming rather than abandoning any of our
traditional beliefs." Thomas Berry, author of The Great
Work, The Dream of the Earth and The Universe Story




April 14. "The Search for Mary Magdalene."
Margaret Starbird April 14

Who was Mary Magdalene? Could she have been the wife
and beloved of Jesus? What became of her after the
Crucifixion? Why was her story suppressed by the Church
Fathers and why must we now retrieve it? With an eye to
the "Easter Mysteries" celebrated at the Spriing equinox,
Dr. Starbird, who has published seven books on Mary
Magdalene and continues to do Magdalene research, will
examine the sacred partnership revealed at the very heart
of the Christian faith. Reclaiming this ancient mystery
corrects a tragic "design flaw" in Christian doctrine-the
loss of the Holy Bride. Reclaiming Mary Magdalene as
“Bride" absolves the Church of a need for a celibate
priesthood.

This "new story" of Mary Magdalene provides us with a
model for our own journey with Christ. Her first book The
Woman with the Alabaster Jar (1993) was followed by The

Goddess in the Gospels (1998). Other titles include:

Magdalene's Lost Legacy (2003), The Feminine Face of

Christianity (2003), and Mary Magdalene, Bride in Exile
(2005). Her latest work, co-authored with Joan Norton, is

14 Steps to Awaken the Sacred Feminine.

Margaret Starbird and her husband of 43 years have five



grown children and six grandchildren. They live in the
Pacific Northwest.

$25 per ticket per each of our five lectures.
Please consider a $100 season ticket. You
save and you help JAAZ!

If you want to sign up NOW, here is a quick link to our site
at EventBrite. Sign Up and PAY with credit card here Or
you can send a check (payable to JAAZ) to our treasurer:

Steve Korducki 39338 North 105th Street Scottsdale, AZ

85262 Then we will put your name(s) on our Pass List.

If you have any questions, you can email us rather easily by
clicking here Click here




Robert Blair Kaiser, program chairman
Jesuit Alumni of Arizona

email: jaaz850@aol.com
phone: 602-633-1708




